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Film about assault by US soldiers seeks
Okinawans’ voice — 100 Okinawan
people gather to see the film

A preview screening of the film The First
Breath of Tengan Rei and Q&A, at Okinawa
International University

An Okinawan girl named Rei, the main
character in the film The First Breath of
Tengan Rei — directed and written by Junko
Kajino and Ed M.Koziarski — had its first
preview screening at Okinawa International
University in Ginowan.

More than 100 students and other audi-
ence members attended the preview screen-
ing. The filmmakers will take the audience
response into account as they prepare to
distribute the film.

“In the U.S. if you do not raise your
voice, it means accepting the problem,”
director Kajino said during the post-screen-
ing discussion. “I thought I had to speak up.”

After the screening, producer Masayuki
Koide reported that “audience in their 60’s
commented that ‘if you are not from Oki-
nawa, you’ll never understand,” but audience
in their 20’s and 30’s gave us very positive
feedback, saying things like ‘I could see the
different characters’ perspectives.” This was
a surprise to us.” The film will be screened
again in Okinawa.
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