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Film About Recovering 
From Assault

The film The First Breath of Tengan Rei, 
which depicts the recovery of a girl who was 
assaulted by U.S. Marines, will have a preview 
screening at Okinawa International University 
in Ginowan on the afternoon of June 28.  The 
film is written and directed by Nagano native 
Junko Kajino and U.S. born Ed M Koziarski.  
It’s a Japanese and American co-production. 
The main character Rei is played by Okinawan 
actress Erika. 

Director Kajino says “I would like to think 
about this issue from the perspective of a Jap-
anese woman.”  The film depicts the girl 10 
years after the assault. The main character Rei 
looks for the Marines, who have been released 
from Japanese prison and returned home.  She 
kidnaps one Marine’s son, who does not know 
anything about his father’s past.  They try to 
overcome the painful past together. 

Director Kajino has spent 13 years in the 
U.S., and she said she has experienced the real-
ity there that “if you do not raise your voice, 
you are accepting the problem.”  The voice of 
women reflecting the issues of military bases in 
Okinawa is almost never heard in the U.S., so 
most Americans don’t realize the extent of op-
position to the military bases. “We’d like to use 
the film to share the voices of Okinawans in the 
U.S. and Japan,” Kajino said.

Director Koziarski points out that “when 
these crimes happen in Okinawa, many Amer-
icans think of them as isolated events.  They 
don’t recognize it as a problem of the military 
culture.”  At the same time, he says “the film 
isn’t propaganda, it’s showing the journey of 
these people who need to learn to connect with 
each other in order to heal.”  He emphasizes the 
human drama in the film. 

The screening starts at 2 p.m. in the Library 
Auditorium at Okinawa International Univer-
sity. 


